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CURRICULUM UNIT OVERVIEW
Unit Title:
Raconte-moi l’Afrique!
Topics:
French language (vocabulary, 

linguistic structures) Africa 

(culture, geography)

Grades:
5-8

Overview:
This unit is aimed at students of French as a Foreign Language and thus incorporates specific strategies aimed at second language acquisition through language learning in context.  The goal of the unit is to allow students to acquire communicative language through the medium of oral tradition literature. Using a Gabonese folktale as the central theme, students will be exposed to the geography and culture of French-speaking West Africa.

Objectives:  
Students will: 

· learn the location of the French-speaking West African countries 

· learn and use the vocabulary and linguistic structures contained within an   

African folktale

· create their own folktale in the style of the one they have heard/read

Materials:
(will vary)

Extensions: 


	Social Studies
	Language Arts
	Art
	Music

	· Investigate why French is spoken in West Africa (colonization)

· Post-colonial history

· View and discuss the ITV Series: The Africans
	· List the structural elements of folktales

· Compare/contrast African folktales to those from your own culture

· Write your own etiological folktale
	· Investigate current West African artists

· Look at different West African artifacts

· Create your own artifact in an “African” style
	· What importance does the tam-tam play in oral story-telling?

· Create and play your own tam-tam or djembe.

· African dance (learn/perform)


PROCEDURES FOR TEACHERS

Leçon 1:  La géographie de l’Afrique
Language Structures

	Vocabulary:  La géographie:  le kilomètre, les montagnes, la ville, la carte, à côte de, loin de, le capitale;  Les Couleurs:  rouge, orange, jaune, vert, bleu, violet, brun, noir, blanc
	Phrases and structures:  Les questions:  Où?, Quel? Quelle? Quels? Quelles?, Qu’est-ce que c’est?, C’est quelle couleur?; Les verbes:  aller, voyager


Materials

· floor map of Africa with the following labeled in French:  the Francophone countries, capital cities, major mountain ranges [see directions for floor map at end of this lesson]

· small toys that represent transportation (car, bus, airplane, ship, etc.)

· Website: http://www.graphicmaps.com/webimage/continet/politicl/dropshdw/af2gryds.gif 

Activity


1.  After placing the floor map on the floor, calls out the names of the Francophone African countries and asks for volunteers to stand on each country as it is called.

2. The students are then asked questions about the map:

a.  Quelle couleur est le Gabon? (etc.)
b.  Quels sont les pays à côte du Gabon?
c.  Quelle est le capitale du Gabon?
d.  Comment s’appellent les montagnes du Gabon?
3.  Practice the vocabulary by asking students to “travel” from country to country using the toys.

4.  Continue the practice of the vocabulary by asking students which countries are next to/near to/far from each other.

Homework  

Print out the map from the website.  Create a key and color-in the Francophone countries.

	How to make a floor map    
Using a shower curtain liner, trace the shape of the African continent freehand, or project the image onto the sheet using an overhead projector and trace.  Be sure to use permanent markers!
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Leçon 2:  La Boite Magique

Language Structures

	Vocabulary: Les parties du corps:  l’oreille, la main; Mots divers: le marché, le moustique, un coup, les provisions, l’argent
	Phrases and structures: Les questions:  Qui?, Qu’est-ce que c’est?; Les verbes: montre, met, donne, acheter, accompagner, approcher


Materials

· magic box [see directions for magic box at end of this lesson]

· toys, objects, photos or drawings of the following (l’oreille, la main, le moustique, l’argent (les cauris), other body parts as desired (note: “Mr. Potato Head” body parts work well for this activity)

· A/B Activity sheets  

Activity

1.  Ask for volunteers to pull the various "secret" items from the magic box.

2.  As each item is pulled from the box, ask the following questions:

a.  Qui a l’oreille?



b.  Justin a l’oreille?

c.  Justin a l’oreille ou la main?

d.  Qu’est-ce que Justin a?
3.  Practice the vocabulary words by interspersing these commands throughout the lesson:

a.  Montre l’oreille.


b.  Met l’oreille sur la tête.
c.  Donne l’oreille a Justin.

d.  Où est l’oreille? 
 

Homework

A/B Activity sheets: Calling a fellow classmate on the phone, students should play the A/B matching game according to the rules on the worksheet.

	How to make a magic box    
Cover an oatmeal container or other cylindrical container with colored or contact paper.  Attach the top part of a large sock or leg warmer to the top portion of the container.  Decorate as you like. 
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Leçcon 3.  Le Secret de la Main

Language Structures

	Vocabulary:  Les parties du corps:  l’oreille, la main; Mots divers:  le marché, le moustique, un coup, les provisions, l’argent
	Phrases and structures:  Les questions:  Qui?, Quoi?, Pourquoi?, Où?, Comment?; Les verbes:  montre, mets, donne


Materials


· Le Secret de la Main  (story)

· Story sheets (black line masters of the drawings for each student in the class.)

· small laminated pictures representative of story vocabulary (one for each student in the class) 

· one piece of oak tag for each student in the class
Activity       

1.  The students go over their homework activity in pairs.
2. Separate the class into 2-3 small groups and give each group a set of the color drawings.

3.  The teacher then instructs the students to arrange the drawings in the sequence they think the story should progress.  Some vocabulary can be provided to start the students off:  

a.  Le dessin va ici... 

b.  Non, il va avant/apres...

c.  Premier…etc.
4.  The students should write a sentence about what is happening in each picture.

5. Each group reports their version of the story based on how they ordered the pictures.

6. The teacher reads the story (if possible, memorizes the story and tells it with gestures, etc.) to the students.  The first time the story is told, the students simply listen.  Then the teacher hands out the small vocabulary pictures.  As the teacher tells the story for the second time, the students should hold up the pictures as their name is said in the story.

7. After the story, the class brainstorms answers to the questions Who?, What?, Where? When?,  and Why? as the teacher writes their answers on the category chart:

	Qui?
	Quoi?
	Où?
	Quand?
	Pourquoi?

	
	
	
	
	


Homework:  Students choose 4 black-line drawings from the Story sheets, color them and arrange them onto the oak tag to create their own short story (they should use the five WH- questions as a guide).  After a rough draft on scrap paper, they can write their story directly onto the oak tag below the drawings and put a title to the story above.



Le Secret de la Main

Il était une fois une oreille qui devait aller au marché. 

Comme la main y allait, elle a offert de faire les achats 

pour toutes les deux. L'oreille lui a donné des cauris pour 

payer les achats. Le moustique, qui n'avait rien à faire, 

a decidé d'accompagner la main au marché pour s'amuser. 

Au marché, la main a acheté beaucoup de choses et, sans réfléchir, elle a depensé tout son argent, y compris l'argent de l'oreille. À son retour, l'oreille a demandé ses achats, mais la main ne lui a pas répondu. Le moustique a décidé de lui raconter tout ce qui s'était passé. Mais chaque fois qu'il essayait de s'approcher de l'oreille, la main, qui avait peur que la vérité soit connue, le chassait. C'est pour ça qu'aujourd'hui, 

chaque fois qu'il y a un moustique près de l'oreille, 

la main le chasse, de peur que son secret soit révélé.
www.miscositas.com
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      Date:  



  Sheet A  

Play the matching game by following these rules:

1. The person with the starred number reads first.

2. Read what you have across the row.  Example:  J’ai une oreille, et deux mains.

3. Your partner decides if your objects are “même” or “différent”.  Check the appropriate box.

	
	
	
	
	même
	différent

	1*
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Nom: 




      Date:  



  Sheet B  

Play the matching game by following these rules:

1. The person with the starred number reads first.

2. Read what you have across the row.  Example:  J’ai une oreille, et deux mains.

3. Your partner decides if you have “le même” or “différent”.  Check the appropriate box.

	
	
	
	
	même
	différent

	1
	
	
	
	
	

	2*
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	STORY SHEETS

for lesson 3

For use in the ordering activity:

· Print the illustrations (2 sets)

· Optional:  enlarge, color and 

· laminate the drawings as desired

For use in the homework activity:

· Print the illustrations

· Enlarge (if desired)

· Make one set for each student
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