The Moral
of the Story

Jataka Tales from India and Nepal

A folktale-based curriculum unit
for beginning English Language Learners

The Monkey and the Crocodile The Tiger and the Brahmin

This unit includes:
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= Culminating project ideas and suggestions
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The Moral of the Story

Jataka Tales from India and Nepal

Curriculum Suggestions

@ Introduction

The stories in this unit are jataka tales (stories based on the past lives of
the Buddha). Versions of these stories also appear in Sanskrit in the
Panchatantra, a collection of animal stories with morals and lessons.

The main themes that might be explored in a curriculum unit linked to these
tales are: right and wrong, selfishness, honesty, wisdom, trust, fairness,
and India and Nepal.
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In "The Monkey and the In "The Tiger and the
Crocodile"” (India), the Brahmin" (Nepal), the tiger is

crocodile invites the monkey to
dinner. When the crocodile
admits that the monkey is not
coming to eat dinner, but be
dinner, the monkey devises a
plan to escape his fate.

rescued from a cage by the
Brahmin. When the tiger
threatens to eat him, they
decide to bring their case to a
jury of their peers. The fox
passes the final judgement.

Note: While all activities can be done with the materials provided in this book, many are

linked to a corresponding webpage. The @ symbol indicates the Internet address at
which these alternate materials may be found.








































































































































